
⛪ ICE at Churches: Know Your Rights 

Faith communities are sacred spaces where people should feel safe to worship, seek counsel, 

and gather. Understanding the legal boundaries of ICE access to church property is essential 

for protecting congregants and upholding religious freedom. 

🚫PUBLIC vs. PRIVATE SPACES  
ICE can access public areas (parking lots, sanctuary during open services, fellowship halls) 

without a warrant. However, private spaces (offices, counseling rooms, classrooms, and 

residential areas) are protected under the Fourth Amendment and require a judicial warrant 

signed by a federal judge or explicit permission from church leadership. 

❓WHAT DOCUMENTS MATTER?  

• Judicial warrant (judge-signed with specific location, person, and action) = Valid  

• Administrative warrants or ICE detainers = NOT enough 

• Churches can always verify documentation with legal counsel before allowing entry to 

protected areas. 

⚖️INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS: 

• Right to remain silent and refuse to answer questions or discuss immigration status 

• Right to ask "Am I being detained?" If the answer is no, you can leave 

• Right to see a valid warrant before complying 

• Not required to show ID or leave service unless legally ordered 

📄CHURCH RECORDS ARE PROTECTED  
Do NOT provide membership rolls, attendance logs, counseling notes, donation records, or 

surveillance footage without proper legal documents (subpoena, court order, or judicial warrant). 

🖇️FOR CHURCH ADMINISTRATORS 
Start preparing now. Create written policies, designate authorized contacts, train staff, and 

protect congregant data. 

Share to help keep our communities of faith informed and protected. 🙏 

Knowledge protects everyone. Share this information to help keep our communities informed💪 

➡️ Swipe through for the complete guide 

 


