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Beyond Borders, Breaking Barriers:  
ILCM in North Dakota
With a 48% increase in its foreign-born population between 2010 and 2016, North 
Dakota’s immigrant population is the fastest growing in the country according to 
the Migration Policy Institute. But the community has long had limited access to 
free and low-cost immigration legal services, a shortage that was exacerbated when 
the area’s only nonprofit immigration legal services provider closed in 2021.

Working with North Dakota’s immigrants, refugees, and 
allies, ILCM responded  to this gap by opening an office in 
Fargo in 2022 headed by Turdukan Tostokova, a legal assistant 
who immigrated to North Dakota and is now rooted in the 
state. With support from the State of North Dakota, ILCM is 
initially focused on serving asylees, refugees, and Afghan and 
Ukrainian new arrivals to obtain employment authorization, 
green cards, and citizenship. With the support of stakeholders 
across North Dakota, we look forward to expanding our 
services to supporting the state’s vibrant immigrant and 
refugee communities. 

The story of one of our first North Dakota clients epitomizes the uphill battle for 
immigration status and the critical role of ILCM in supporting clients along the 
pathway to citizenship. Our clients were an Afghan family of six who had completed 
the immigrant visa process in Kabul but were evacuated to Qatar before they could 
have their visas stamped in their passports. Once in Qatar, the family had an 
additional interview and were granted visas. Due to a glitch in the process, however, 
their documents were not forwarded to United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) to produce lawful permanent resident (LPR) cards (green cards). 
With the help of ILCM, this family was able to escape this Kafkaesque limbo, obtain 
their green cards, and keep calling North Dakota home.  

 

Turdukan Tostokova

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/immigrants-us-states-fastest-growing-foreign-born-populations
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Dear Friends and Allies,
Immigration and the need for immigration legal services are driven by circumstances 
far beyond our control, such as the Russian war against Ukraine, Taliban repression 
in Afghanistan, political persecution, and hurricanes, earthquakes, and climate 
change.

Over the years, ILCM has responded to emergent needs with targeted initiatives. 
In 2006, after ICE launched the largest-ever raid targeting immigrant workers in 
southwestern Minnesota, ILCM responded immediately by sending staff to support 
workers and eventually opened our first Greater Minnesota office in Worthington. 
In 2012, after the Obama administration launched Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA), we began a massive community outreach effort and provided 
assistance in filing DACA applications. 

In 2022, ILCM continued its history of responsiveness by opening an office in Fargo, 
North Dakota. In collaboration with community stakeholders, we opened our doors 
to serve asylees, refugees, and Afghan and Ukrainian arrivals seeking employment 
authorization, green cards, and citizenship. We look forward to mindfully and 
sustainably expanding these services in future.

Moreover, as  immigration laws, 
policies, and practices change - 
sometimes for the better but often 
for the worse - we educate the 
community about these changes. 
And with you, our friends and allies, 
we fiercely advocate for a more just 
immigration system, and for local 
and state laws and policies that make 

our communities more welcoming to immigrants and refugees—and stronger for 
all of us. 

We are so grateful for your trust and support as we continue to work together for a 
more inclusive, welcoming, and just future for all of us.

In solidarity,

Veena Iyer

Venna and advocacy interns Noah, Natalia, and Jenny

2022 Board of Directors
• Gregory Schultz, Board President
• Sarah Radosevich, Board Vice President
• Katheryn M.T. Wasylik, Board Secretary
• Glenn Leitch, Treasurer
• Fred Bw’Ombongi
• Marielos Cabrera
• Andrea Valdez Correa
• Riham Feshir

• Lupita Herrera
• Maria Kannankutty
• Chang Lau
• Rodolfo (Rudy) Rodriguez
• Maya Salah
• Brian Senger
• Panhia Vang
• Walter J. Zuniga

3



4

Our Impact
In 2022, ILCM provided legal services in 2,353 unique cases impacting approximately 
7,059 individuals.

ILCM  began working with Eh Kay in 2013 when he applied to bring his family to 
the United States. Kay’s ILCM attorney, Sara Karki, petitioned for his wife and son, 
but they were unable to leave the refugee camp in Thailand to get to an appointment 
at the U.S. embassy. Despite repeated attempts, the U.S. embassy wouldn’t allow the 
process to move forward without their physical presence. With no other options, 
the case stalled for a long time.

Even though the family petition was ultimately 
unsuccessful, we were able to reunite the family 
in Minnesota after eight years, thanks to tireless 
advocacy and family reunification through the 
refugee program. A year later, we worked on 
adjusting their status and in the fall of 2022, the 
mother and son received their green cards!

We are honored to be part of this family’s 
immigration story and grateful to our partners 
and allies for helping us throughout this process 
- so many levels of the immigration system 
were utilized in this family’s reunification! 
We are also grateful to Kay and his consistent 
contributions as a frontline worker at JBS Foods 
in Worthington during the global pandemic.

Clients came from 86 countries 
• 40% from Mexico
• 15% from countries in Central and South America 
• 23% from countries in Asia 
• 17% from countries in Africa 
• The remainder of clients immigrated from countries 

in Europe, Oceania, and North America. 

ILCM served clients living in 61 counties in Minnesota. 

Eh Kay and family

Case type by percentage 
• Citizenship – 31%
• DACA – 23%
• Deportation Defense – 3%
• Family Reunification – 3% 
• Green Card – 9% 
• Humanitarian – 20%

VAWA, Affirmative Asylum, Refugee/Asylee Relative Petition, T-Visas, U-Visas, etc.
• Miscellaneous – 10%

Travel Documents, Administrative Appeals, Employment Authorizations, etc.
• Temporary Status – 1%



23
sign-on
letters

Advocacy and Education
Thanks to a grant from the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits (MCN), we were able 
to reach over 6,680 former clients all across Minnesota who were eligible to vote in 
the 2022 election. We mailed postcards and posted on our social media platforms 
in English, Arabic, Karen, Somali, and Spanish. 

3
public

comments47
presentations  

and events

3
amicus
briefs9

action
alerts

2
testimonies

37
media interviews 
and interactions

ILCM and other 
advocates standing on 
the Minnesota Capitol 
steps after the ceremonial 
signing of a law 
expanding protections 
for unaccompanied 
immigrant youth in 
Minnesota.

5



Core Mission Support: 
Fundraising12%

Core Mission Support: 
Administration12%

General: 
Assisting immigrants and refugees to obtain 
temporary status, green cards, and citizenship

25%

Community Defense: 
Work in deportation defense and with 
public defenders

13%

New Beginnings Projects:
Assisting immigrant survivors of domestic 
violence or serious crimes and their children

12%

Rural Immigration Project:
Work in our Austin, Moorhead, Worthington, 
and Fargo o�ces

16%

Pro Bono6%

Education & Advocacy4%

Budget Breakdown
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2022 Financials
Fiscal Years Ended December 31 2022 2021
Assets
Cash $2,639,050 $2,304,939
Prepaids 29,767 20,004
Receivables 402,311 535,003
Right-of-Use Asset-Operating 84,508
Furniture and Equipment, Net 81,972 75,400
Total Assets $3,237,608 $2,935,346

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Liabilities $249,092 $150,254
Long-term Notes Payable 300,000
Capital Lease Obligation, Net of Current Portion 23,949
Lease Liability, Net of Current Portion 21,173
Net Assets:  • Unrestricted
                      • Temporarily Restricted

2,311,006
356,337

2,427,406
333,737

Total Net Assets $2,667,343 $2,761,143
Total Liabilities and Net Assets $3,237,608 $2,935,346

Support and Revenue 
Support:     • Contributions
                    • In-kind Donations
                    • Government Grants & Contracts

$1,669,143 
620,394
893,019

$1,502,776
1,118,632
1,636,440

Total Support $3,182,556 $4,257,848
Revenue:     • Other Contracts
                     • Earned Income
                     • Events (less Direct Costs)
                     • Miscellaneous

6,000 
64

4,532
6,815

1,500
108,315

4,908
Total Revenue $17,411 $114,723
Total Support and Revenue $3,199,967 $4,372,571

Expense 
Program Services:  • Legal Assistance
                                  • Community Education

$2,541,555
109,865

$3,041,616
98,576

Total Program Services $2,651,420 $3,140,192
Support Services:   • Management & General
                                  • Fundraising

325,532
316,815

293,885
193,852

Total Support Services $642,347 $487,737
Total Expense $3,293,767 $3,627,929

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS $93,800 $744,642
Net Assets – Beginning of Year 2,761,143 2,016,501
NET ASSETS – END OF YEAR $2,667,343 $2,761,143
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Donors and Volunteers
Thank you to our 737 amazing individual donors and 116 institutional donors! We 
wouldn’t be able to do what we do without you. 

2022 Institutional Donors 
Anonymous (1)

3M Employee Matching Gift Program

Abbott Laboratories Matching Gift 
Program

Accredited Investors, Inc.

Agilent Matching Gift Program

Ahmann Family Foundation 

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 
Foundation

Hugh J. Andersen Foundation

Atonement Lutheran Church

Janene and John Augustine Fund

Austin Area Foundation

Ballard Spahr LLP

Baquero Law Office

Barna, Guzy & Steffen, Ltd.

Matthew S. Barnes and Ann M. Curoe 
Fund of the National Philanthropic 
Trust

Bell Bank

Best Buy Employee Matching Gift 
Program

Blandin Foundation

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Minnesota Foundation

The Caldwell Stair Charitable Fund

Calmenson Foundation

Cargill Trade and Capital Markets

Laura Clay and David Colby Family 
Fund

CenterPoint Energy Matching Gift 
Program

Bob and Diane Coderre Family Fund  
of the Saint Paul & Minnesota 
Foundation

Comey-Fitzgerald Family Fund of 
Vanguard Charitable

Paul and Suzanne Cossette Foundation 
of the National Philanthropic Trust

Paul and Patricia Curran Foundation

Dakota Specialty Milling Employer 
Matching Gift Program

Damon Charitable Fund

Dual Citizen Brewery

EcoLab 

F. R. Bigelow Foundation

Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

FM Area Foundation 

FBS Employee Matching Gift Program

Fish & Richardson

Dr. Robert and Linda Fisher Charitable 
Fund of the National Philanthropic 
Trust

Fredrikson & Byron, PA

Kathryn Freeman Charitable Fund 

General Mills Employee Matching 
Program

Gilligan Foundation

Nancy and Alan Goldfarb Fund

Alice Greene McKinney and E. Kirk 
McKinney, Jr. Fund, a fund of Central 
Indiana Community Foundation

Grengs Law Office

Guardian Angels Church

The Hardenbergh Foundation

Hasti and Friedman Charitable Gift 
Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation

Hennepin County Bar Foundation

Holthues Trust

Holy Ground catholic Church

Honeywell Employee Matching
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Hormel Foods Corporation

HRK Foundation

Interfaith Coalition of Minnesota

Kathy Kinne and Rich Renikoff Family 
Charitable Gift Fund of the National 
Philanthropic Trust

Rick Lancaster and Abigail McKenzie 
Charitable Fund

The JAMF Nation Global Foundation 
Matching Gift Program

James B. Linsmayer Foundation

Kathleen F. and David W. MacLennan 
Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation

Marbrook Foundation

Margaret A. Cargill Foundation 
Employee Matching Fund

The Ann Martinson Fund of Thrivent 
Charitable Impact & Investing

The Mateos Walter Family Fund

The Pat Matre & Miriam Goldfein 
Donor Advised Fund

The McKnight Foundation

Medtronic Employee Matching Gift 
Program

Microsoft Gift Matching Program

The Minneapolis Foundation

Minnesota Corporate Pro Bono 
Council

Minnesota Council of Nonprofits

Minnesota Nurse Association

Minnesota State Bar Foundation

Mississippi Market

Mortenson Construction Matching Gift 
Program

Mortenson Family Foundation

Michael & Jane Nilan Fund

O’Connor Family Foundation 

David & Karen Olson Family 
Foundation

Pentair Employee Matching Program

Piper Sandler Companies Employee 
Matching Program

Pritzker Sunquist Family Gift Fund at 
Schwab Charitable

Punch Fellowship Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Cindy & Joel Racchini Fund

Radii Group Inc.

Ramsey County Bar Foundation

RBC Foundation

RBC Matching Gift Program

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Robins Kaplan LLP

Sanberg Giving Fund

Schiff Family Foundation

Simenstad and Family Charitable Fund 
at Schward Charitable

SJW Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Smith-Dewey Family Foundation

Nancy Somers Family Foundation

Southwest Initiative Foundation

John and Sue Stillman Fund

Stinson LLP

Taft, Stettinius & Hollister LLP

Target Foundation

Thomson Family Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Thomson Reuters Matching Gift 
Program 

Thrivent Financial Employee Matching 
Gift Program

U.S. Bank

U.S. Bank Employee Matching  
Gift Program

UNFI Employee Matching Program

United Way of Mower County 

United Way of Nobles County

UnitedHealth Group Matching  
Gift Program
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Wells Fargo Employee  
Matching Gift Program

Laura Wilson Charitable Gift Fund of 
the Women’s Foundation of Minnesota

Winona Community Foundation

Worthington Area Foundation at SWIF

Harry and Belle Yaffe Fund  
of The Minneapolis Foundation

Volunteers and Interns
Sanousi Ahmed 

Daisy Alcantar 

Jennifer Ballinas Mendez 

Anna Barton 

Sarina Charpentier 

Marisa Hunt 

Emily Lanegraff 

Fancy Mua 

Shailja Panchal 

Amelia Proulx 

Renzo Pucci 

Fátima Reyes Paniagua 

Noah Rice 

Natalia Ron-Lopez 

Morgan Twamley 

Grace Werner 

Cathy Yandell

Pro Bono Attorneys
Nicholas J. Adler

Jennifer Arbuckle

Laura Arneson 

Tinzing Artmann

Margaret Baum

Elisha C. Biel

Rick Bisenius

Alexander Borchert

Alfred Bridi

Audrey Callerstrom

James Camoriano

Mirella Ceja-Orozco

Angela M. Champagne-From

Kelvin D. Collado

Jessica M DuBois

Paula Duthoy

Braynell Estrada

Karina Estrada

Lisa Fulton

Amy Funk

John Getsinger

David F. Gomez

Peter Gorman

April Hamlin

Lindsey K. Hanson

Paige A Haughton

Halyna Hegde

Kayla Hoel 

Drew M. Horwood

Bryce Jasper

Thomas A Jensen

Ricardo E Johnson

Sarah R. Kilibarda

Andrew Kotila

Michael R Kuhn

Bernardine Lai

Judi Lamble

Dennis Lane

Edward I Leeds

Don Liu

Sari M. Long

Thomas G Lovett IV

Richard N. Lozano

Amanda R Maly Doermann

John P. Mandler

James G. Martignon

90
pro bono attorneys 
donated over 2,032 

hours of time.



David Martinez

Veronica Mason

Jeremy Matthew Walls

Joshua R. Matushin

Teresa F. McClain

Suzette M McNally

Debby McNeil

Andrew Miles

Austin B. Miller

Anne Miller

David (Jong Hun) Moon

Eva R. Moss

Aron Mozes

Jolien Munsterhuis

Nicole Murphy

Brandon R Nagy

Sean R. O’Conner

Graham Ojala-Barbour

Alexander S Park

Edward J Park

Melanie G. Pulles

Julie Regnier

Harvey L Reiter

Mary Rice

Stacey Rice

Ember RJ

Jenny Routheaux

Eric Ryu

Timothy Sanders Szabo

Andrea I. Savageau

Jessica Z. Savran

Peter A. Schmit

Greg Schultz

Patrick Scott Williams

Lisa Seeman

Beata Spuhler

Jon Strauss

Sheila Stuhlman 

Kelly A. Tautges

Elizabeth Temple

Gretta Thorson

Robert H Torgerson

Nancy A. Williams

Mingli Wu
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ILCM intern Natalia Ron-Lopez and ILCM attorney Kerry McGuire  
at an Interfaith Coalition on Immigration event.

17
volunteers 

recorded over 
1,929 hours  

of time.  



Our Mission  

ILCM Intake Hours
Please call our intake line during intake hours to schedule an 
appointment to speak to a legal staff member.  

1-800-223-1368  

Our intake hours can be found on our website. We do not take 
walk-in appointments. Contact ILCM as soon as you become aware of a legal issue. 
There may be a waiting list for services.  

Detention Intake 
ILCM operates a detainee assistance phone line. If you are detained by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or calling on behalf of someone in the custody 
of ICE, please call 651-641-1011. Our intake hours can be found on our website. 
Individuals being detained by ICE, as well as their families, can call to get general 
information about court proceedings and the services the project provides at a first 
court hearing. Volunteers operating the phone line are not attorneys, and cannot 
provide legal advice. 

Support ILCM
Every dollar donated to ILCM goes to support our mission 
of providing the highest quality legal services, education, and 
advocacy to meet the needs of low-income immigrants and 
refugees in Minnesota. 

Subscribe to ILCM Action Alerts
Sign up to receive one or more free communications from 
ILCM that will keep you updated on our work, as well as 
current immigration issues in Minnesota and nationwide, and 
suggestions on which officials to call or email about the issue. 

Volunteer with ILCM
We are grateful to the volunteers and interns who share their time 
and talents with our organization. 

The Immigrant Law Center of Minnesota enhances opportunities for immigrants 
and refugees through legal representation for low-income individuals, and through 
education and advocacy with diverse communities.  

Follow ILCM on social media for the latest on immigration and ILCM

https://www.facebook.com/immigrantlawcenterMN/
https://twitter.com/ilcm_mn?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/immigrant-law-center-of-minnesota/
https://www.instagram.com/immigrantlawcentermn/?hl=en

