
Minnesota Driver's License Categories

Non-REAL ID Compliant/Standard
Driver's License

REAL ID Compliant Driver's License

Enhanced Driver's License

1933

2018

2014

Date First
Available

Current Noncitizen
Eligibility

US citizens
Noncitizens who can
produce documents
showing certain types of
lawful status and
residence in Minnesota
as described in
Minnesota law

US citizens
Lawful permanent residents
(“Green card” holders)
Asylees
Refugees
Certain temporary
residents as defined under
federal law

US Citizens only

Noncitizen Eligibility
under HF 4/ SF 27

All Minnesotans
regardless of
citizenship status so
long as they pass the
written and road tests,
obtain insurance, prove
Minnesota residence,
and pay the fee

No change

No change

Uses

Driving
Identification
Air travel and
entry to
federal
buildings until
May 7, 2025

Driving
Identification
Air travel and
entry to
federal
buildings

Driving
Identification
Air travel and
entry to federal
buildings
Certain border
crossings
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1993-2003

Minnesota only had a
Standard Driver's
License - what is now
known as a "Non-REAL
ID compliant driver's
license"
All Minnesotans could
obtain a driver's
license regardless of
citizenship status

2003

Governor unilaterally
amends Department
of Public Safety
administrative rules
to remove driver's
licenses from tens of
thousands of
noncitizen
Minnesotans

2014

Minnesota creates a
new Enhanced
Driver's License that
requires more
documentation
because it affords
greater access than a
Standard Driver's
License to air travel,
federal buildings, and
border crossings.

2018

Minnesota creates a
new REAL ID Driver's
License as required
for federal law that
requires more
documentation than a
Standard Driver's
License but less than
an Enhanced Driver's
License because it too
provides access to air
travel and federal
buildings.

History of Driver's License Categories in Minnesota

Three Driver's Licenses since 2014One Driver's License until 2014
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